
SOl L STABILIZAT ION 

course 's management company. " We 
realized that we needed to form a knowl­
edgeable, experienced team to execute 
this proj ect. Stabili zation of the channel 
was important not only to the course resi­
dents, but to the citizens of the county as 
well," 

Because the drainage ditch is main ­
tained by Remington , the project became 
a joint e ffo r t between the Hou ston 
National Golf Course and the utility dis­
trict. Remington is a quasi -governmental 
entity form ed by th e state legislature 
and govern ed by a boa rd of directors who 
ar e landow ner s . The go lf course and 
Remington split the costs of the project 
equally. 

The first step for course management 
wa s to hire an eng ineer to over see the 
proj ect. An experienced engineering com­
pany was needed to not only prepare the 
d rawin gs a nd sp ec i f ica t io ns for the 
repairs, but to ensure that all aspec ts of 
th e proj ect were in compli an ce with 
Harris County Flood Contro l Di strict's 
requirements. 

Th e go lf co urs e ret ained Sa nde r 
Enginee ring Corpora tion, the engineer for 
Remington Mun icipal Utility District No . 
I , to oversee the project. Sander would 
act in a qua si-governmental capaci ty for 
both the go lf course and Remington , as 
well as make recommendations for con­
tractors and sub-contrac tors to compl ete 
the work. 

"After reviewing input from the dis­
tri ct and th e go lf co urse , we prep ar ed 
draw in gs a nd sp e c ifi ca ti ons for th e 
repairs," said Denni s Sander, president of 
Sander Engineering Corporation. 

Work ing togeth er, the eng ineer and 
golf course decided to drain the channel, 
clear the rocks and debri s, and establi sh 
new turf on the ge ntly sloping mounds 

The BFM can be used mechanical agitation or via jet agitation sprayers around sensitive 
and tough to rea ch areas. 

that b an k th e c han nel and do t th e 
fair ways. "T he channel is 150- ft. wide 
and more than a mil e lon g, so it is the 
eye-catch ing focal point of the course ," 
said Clements. "S ince residents' homes 
surround the course, they want the fair­
ways in their back yards to look perfect." 

Afte r receiving bids for the rehabi li­
tation, the team hired a dirt co ntrac tor, 
Rebel Dozer Service & Cons tr uc tio n, 
Spring, Texas, to rep air the slopes that 
had eroded. They rough graded and pre­
pared the soi l in the areas of the course 
where it was needed. Rebel also opened 
the smaller and main channels by remov­
ing obstacles such as rock dams, silt and 
debris from the bottom. 

Next, Champions Hydro Lawn, Inc., 
Houston, Texas, a company with more 
than 30 years of turf establishme nt expe ­
rience, was brought in to plant grass on 

the slopes and channel banks. 
T he s lopes and bank s of the 

course had been origina lly seeded with 
Weep in g Love G rass whi ch was not 
holding up very weI!. It was growing 
sparsely in many places and had eroded 
away in others. 

Lor i Trichi, president and owner of 
Cha mp io ns s ugges te d rep la ci ng the 
Wee ping Lo ve Grass w ith a st ronge r 
strain of grass that would better withstand 
erosion. " We recommended Bermuda 
grass becau se it better resists drought and 
disease and form s a root system matrix 
a bov e and bel ow th e gro und . Also, 
Bermuda grass would withstand weather 
co nd it io ns better o n th e irreg ularly 
shaped slopes . The big concern was to 
find so lutions to protect ag ain st future 
erosion, and thi s typ e of gra ss was an 
excellent preventive step." 
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